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the first User, the digital information block being reviewable by a plurality of second users, 
comprising :\ 

generating second information blocks responsive to the first digital information block, each 
of the second digital information blocks corresponding to a respective one of the second users, each 
of the second digital information blocks including price information established by a respective one 
of the second users, and all of the second digital information blocks being arranged in an order 
established by the second\sers; 

selecting one of the second digital information blocks based on the price information, the 
selecting being performed by tnfe first user; and 

receiving the first digital information block, the receiving being performed by the selected 
one of the second users of the respective second digital information block selected by the first user.-- 

-20. A method for operating a conmuter system including a buffer memory accessible by 
a plurality of first users and a plurality of secSdusbrs and storing first digital information blocks 
generated by the first users, the digital inform£kiop^lock being reviewable by the second users, 
comprising: \ 

generating second information blocks responsive to at least one of the first digital 
information blocks, each of the second digital MormatioVblocks corresponding to a respective one 
of the second users, each of the second digital information blocks including price information 
established by a respective one of the second users, and all of the second digital information blocks 
being arranged in an order established by the second users; \ 

selecting one of the second digital information blocks baseckon the price information, the 
selecting being performed by the selecting one of the first users; and \ 

receiving the first digital information block, the receiving being performed by the selected 
one of the second users of the respective second digital information block sdected by the selected 
one of the first users.-- \ 



-2- 



U.S. SERIAL NO. 09/439,343 PATENT APPLICATION 

SUPPLEMENTARY PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.111 



A method for operating a computer system including a buffer memory accessible by 
a buyer and a plurality of sellers and storing a request for proposal (RFP) and an associated work 
order generated by the buyer, the RFP being reviewable by the sellers, comprising: 

generating proposals responsive to the RFP, each of the proposals corresponding to a 
respective one oflhe sellers, each of the proposals including price information established by a 
respective one of thfe sellers, and all of the proposals being arranged in an order established 
collectively by the seller; 

selecting one of th^proposals based on the price information, the selecting being performed 
by the buyer; and 

receiving the work ord^r, the receiving being performed by the selected one of the sellers of 
the respective proposal selected dy the buyer. - 



uter system including a buffer memory accessible by 
ellers\and storing a request for proposal (RFP) and an 
peCtive buyer, the RFP being reviewable by all of the 



--22. A method for operating; 
a plurality of buyers and a plurality of 
associated work order generated by each : 
sellers, comprising: 

generating proposals responsive to a respective RFP, each of the proposals corresponding to 
a respective one of the sellers, each of the proposals including price information established by a 
respective one of the sellers, and all of the proposals being arranged in an order established 
collectively by the sellers; 

selecting one of the proposals based on the price formation, the selecting being performed 
by one of the buyers; and 

receiving the work order associated with the selected FttP, the receiving being performed by 
the selected one of the sellers of the respective proposal selected by the one of the buyers.-- 
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V-23. A method for operating a computer system including a buffer memory accessible by 
a buyer and a plurality of sellers and storing a work order summary and an associated work order 
generated by the buyer, the work order summary being reviewable by all of the sellers, and the work 
order summaW including price information established by the buyer, comprising: 

selecting, the work order summary based on the price information, the selecting being 
performed by oneVf the sellers; 

receiving theWrk order, the receiving being performed by the selecting one of the sellers; 
and \ 

removing the receWed work order summary and the associated work order from the buffer 
memory.— \ 

-24. A method for operafcipg a computer system including a buffer memory accessible by 
a plurality of buyers and a plurality of sellers and storing a plurality of work order summaries and 
associated work orders generated byttSlbu^ers, the work order summaries being reviewable by the 
sellers, and each work order summa^inmWjlg price information established by a respective buyer, 
comprising: \ 

selecting one of the work order summaries based on the price information, the selecting 
being performed by one of the sellers; \ 

receiving the work order, the receiving being^erformed by the selecting one of the sellers; 
and \ 

removing the selected work order summary and me associated work order from the buffer 
memory.— \ 

—25. A combination comprising: \ 

a first record medium for storing computer readable instructions for permitting a first 
computer to store a plurality of first work order packages corresponding to respective first users, to 
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store\ plurality of second work order packages corresponding to respective second users, to arrange 
the firstWik order packages in a first order established by all of the first users, to arrange the second 
work ordet packages in a second order established by all of the second users, to download a first 
work order corresponding to one of the first work order packages to any requesting one of a plurality 
of third users based on the order established by the first users, and to download a second work order 
corresponding to one of the second work order packages to one of the third users selected by one of 
the second users; \ 

a second record medium for storing computer readable instruction for permitting a second 
computer to: generate at les^st one of the first and the second work order packages, each generated 
work order package including a work order summary and a work order; and monitor a relative 
position of a selected one of the'first and second work order packages and for instructing the first 
computer to modify the respective \vork order summary in the selected one of the first and second 
work order packages to thereby motfet&Trfrodified work order package to a new position in one of 
the orders established by the first and theWjond users; and 

a third record medium for storing computer readable instructions for permitting a third 
computer to download the requested one of thesfirst and the second work order packages. -- 

-26. The combination as recited in claim 25\wherein the first and the second work order 
packages each include an indicia of the priority a respective one of the first and the second users 
attaches to processing of respective first and second work Vder packages by the third users.-- 

-27. The combination as recited in claim 28, wherein thejnachine readable instructions for 
instructing the first computer to move the selected one of the first and second work order packages 
to the new position in one of the orders established by the first and secbnd users comprises changing 
the indicia in the first and the second work order packages.-- \ 
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-28. The combinatioK^fir^cited in claim 25, wherein the instructions in the third storage 
medium permit any respective w^k/order summary to be displayed on the third computer. 

d)*^/ 7 V-29. A system for transmitting, storing, retransmitting and receiving a plurality of work 
order packages, each containing a work order summary having an indicia of the priority attached to 
one of the wo*k order packages by a respective requester and a work order, the system comprising: 
a first con^puter system including: 

aNjirst memory storing a first software module containing first operating 
instructions readable by the first computer system; 

- an input device for generating at least one of the work order packages and for 
changing one of the indicia in the respective one of the work order packages 
generated by the respective requester; and 

- a first display for monkoring all of the work order packages; 
a first communications channel reviving any of the work order packages generated by the 
first computer system; 

a second computer system receiving the atsleast one of the work order packages from the first 
communications channel an d parsing received work order packages into their respectiv e 
work order summaries and work orders, the sebpnd computer system including: 

- a second memory storing a second software module containing second operating 
instructions readable by the second computer^stem; 

- a summary storage memory for storing the wtok order summaries linked to the 
respective work orders in a predetermined order basel^on the indicia in the respective 
work order packages; and 

a bulk storage memory for storing the respective work offers; 
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second communications channel for receiving the respective work order summaries and a 
selebted one of the work orders from the summary storage memory and the bulk storage 
memor^respectively; and 

a third computer system for selecting the selected one of the respective work orders based 
o nthe v wor k (tfder summaries and for receiving the selected one of the work orders, the third 
computer compmmg: 

/ - a third memory storing a third software module containing third operation 

ft instructions readable by the third computer; and 

- a second display km: displaying any of the work order summaries and the selected 
one of the work orders-s 
wherein the second computer system, under control of the second operating instructions, 
reorders all of the stored work order summaries responsive to any change in the indicia of the work 
order packages generated by the respective requester.-- 



t*7 



-m The system as recited in claim 29, wherein the second communications channel 
comprises: 

a lowNspeed communications channel for instructing the second computer system to 
download and oMhe work order summaries to the third computer system; and 

a high speefl communications channel for downloading the selected one of the work orders 
from the second comouter system to the third computer system.— 

&16 ^* ie system *® rec * ted in claim wherein th e third computer system comprises a 

plurality of thud computers, and wherein the sum mary storage memory comprises a first storage 
memory accessible by all of the third computers and a second storage memory having a plurality of 
partitions, each of tl\partitions being accessible by only a selected one of the third computers.-- 
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-^2. The system as recited in claim 3 1 5 wherein a one-to-one correspondence between the 
partitions an^a subset of the third computers is established by respective passwords.-- 

33. A method for operating a computer system including a buffer memory storing a 
plurality orswork order packages awaiting acceptance by a supplier of one of goods and services, 
each of the woric order packages having an associated priority indicia assigned by a respective user, 
the method comprising steps for: 

storing a usei<s work order package among the plurality of work order packages; 
monitoring a rate of change of position of the user's work order package relative to the 
plurality of work order parages to thereby determine velocity through the buffer memory to the 
supplier; and 

when the velocity is lina^ptable to the user, changing the priority indicia in the user's work 
order package so as to instruct the cohmuter system to reorder the plurality of work order packages 
based on the priority indicia and thereby adjust the velocity of the user's work order package through 
the buffer memory.— 

-34. The method as recited in claim 3\ wherein the priority indicia correspond to a price 
bid by the user to the supplier for requested one of\^he goods and services.- 

£^ 3&s>y -\5. A remote access system for purchasing services, comprising: 

a firk: facility for storing work order packages, each work order package generated by a 
respective origih^tor and including a work order and an assQciaf^"^v^iror^r s^ma ry) in a 
remotely accessible\ciata storage device, to thereby provide a remotely accessible work order 
database comprised oftte stored work order packages; 

a plurality of secondsfacilities remote from the first facility, but in electronic communication 
therewith, for providing a po\ of participating service providers with access to the work order 
database; and 
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for facilitating 'mtcractiv^iddb^^Jhe originators of the work order packages and 
service providers regarding the fees t o be charged by the participating service providers for the 
services requested in the work order packages, 

whereby tnk system functions as an open electronic marketplace for the distribution of 
services to the originators, and 

wherein the systeha is configured in such a manner as to enable any one or more of the 
service providers to select andextract one or more of the work orders from the work order database 
in accordance with selection criteria established by the service providers and the work order package 
originators." 

A method for operating a computer system including a buffer memory storing a 
plurality of wfcrk order packages awaiting acceptance by a service provider, each of the work order 
packages having ^associated priority indicia assigned by a respective user, the method comprising 
steps for: 

monitoring a rate\f change of position of the user's work order package relative to the 

plurality of work order packages; 

estimating a velocity thrcmghtfie buffer memory to the service provider; and 
when the velocity is unaccept*&leto the user, changing the priority indicia in the user's work 

order package so as to instruct the compter system to reorder the plurality of work order packages 

based on the priority indicia and thereby increase the velocity of the user's work order package 

through the plurality of work order packages.-- 

-37. The method as recited in claim 36, whereihstiie priority indicia correspond to a price 
bid by the user to the service provider for the requested service.-- 
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